












Khanya Brann 
  

  
Work Experience   

 
The White House  Washington, DC  
Chief of Staff, Office of Communications  November 2021 – Present  
• Serve as strategic advisor to Communications Director Kate Bedingfield on all department decisions, 

including hiring and onboarding 
• Oversee the department’s daily operations and coordinate reporting processes  
• Write briefing memos for the President’s media interviews, message events, and travel in coordination with 

policy experts and senior officials 
• Craft talking points and message guidance for surrogates, stakeholders, elected officials, and Cabinet 

communications directors   
• Manage weekly and monthly messaging calendars to ensure the department is making progress on key 

priorities and initiatives and conveying to senior leadership  
• Acted as director of broadcast media March – April 2022, coordinating over 400 interviews on topics 

ranging from Russia’s war in Ukraine to inflation, the economy, and the President’s domestic agenda  
• Developed strong relationships with members of the White House press corps 
• Manage communications fellows who support broadcast and media monitoring operations  
  
The White House  Washington, DC  
Senior Communications Assistant & Assistant to the Communications Director  January 2021 – November 2021  
• Prepared and edited message guidance for the President, in coordination with policy councils   
• Compiled coverage roundups for the President after policy announcements, remarks and key travel 
• Built and maintained internal White House messaging and rapid response distribution lists  
• Staffed Administration officials during media hits; prepared interview memos  
• Managed and advanced Communications Director’s daily schedule, prepared daily briefing book; compiled 

comprehensive preparation materials and coordinated team meetings  
• Supported rapid response operation with daily media monitoring  
  
Biden for President  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
Pennsylvania Communications Associate  August2020 – November 2020 
• Wrote press releases and travel advisories that captured media attention and garnered coverage  
• Tailored talking points for critical campaign constituencies, including youth, women, rural and Black and 

Latino voters 
• Compiled daily and weekly event and coverage recaps for senior staff and HQ, flagged consequential 

election/litigation developments 
• Served as press lead for local press conferences and events with elected officials and campaign surrogates 
• Coordinated press background briefings, prepared materials for speakers, and managed backend technology  
  
Philly Counts 2020  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
Communications Fellow   January 2020 – August 2020  
• Created communications materials, including press releases, infographics, blog posts, e-mail campaigns, op-

eds and one-pagers  
• Prepared surrogates for press interviews with regional and local media 
• Led weekly COVID-19 community resource information sessions in both English and French  
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Biden for President   Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
Communications Intern   July 2019 – November 2019  
• Compiled daily news briefs and coverage memos for Vice President Biden 
• Monitored election coverage across print, digital and social media    
• Built and maintained national and local press lists  
 
The Temple News                 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
Deputy Features Editor          August 2018 - December 2018 

 Managed freelancers with weekly and monthly assignment deadlines 
 Developed original ideas for features stories  
 Reviewed and edited all features content submitted by staff and freelance contributors 
 Edited and fact-checked stories across newspaper sections for print and online publication 
 Co-led weekly meetings with the features editorial team 
 Maintained features department’s editorial plan 

 
Philadelphia Magazine                 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia Association of Black Journalists Editorial Fellow    June 2018 - August 2018 

 Sourced, wrote and published over a dozen articles  
 Brainstormed and outlined content ideas for news, commerce, culture, real estate and food editors 
 Conducted online and field research for print and online stories 
 Attended police press conferences and updated editors with relevant information on breaking news stories 
 Captured and edited photos to accompany bylines 
 Developed strong rapport with local business owners, community leaders, and artists 

 
University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering and Applied Sciences,         Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Online Learning Program  
Social Media Communications Intern        May 2017 - January 2018 

 Worked on the development and implementation of content plans in order to attract new learners and 
increase program awareness 

 Created course marketing materials for Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn 
 Supported project manager in maintaining editorial calendar 
 Drafted and tailored weekly emails to learners in the various courses 
 Monitored discussion forums for computer science and engineering courses and on edX and Coursera 

platforms; screened and replied to student emails 
 Researched relevant news stories to include in weekly newsletters to students and faculty 

 
The Temple News                 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
Staff Photographer                  August 2015 - December 2016 

 Photographed weekly assignments, including but not limited to breaking news, features and sports 
 Collaborated with reports and editors on special projects to create compelling visuals 
 Captioned photo content for print and online publication 
 Researched and shot images for an award-winning features story  

 
University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering and Applied Sciences,          Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Department of Mechanical Engineering            June 2013 – August 2013 
Administrative Assistant  

 Provided administrative support to Department Manager and faculty 
 Covered department reception desk, answered telephones and received visitors 
 Drafted routine correspondence to internal departments 
 Sorted and classified files according to content and purpose  
 Sorted and distributed department leadership mail 

 



Saint Raymond of Penafort Parish Summer Camp           Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Camp Counselor          June 2012 – August 2012 

 Facilitated daily arts and crafts, sports, and other recreation activities for elementary school aged campers 
 Ensured that camp policies were always enforced and campers were safe 
 Collaborated with fellow counselors to coordinate major camp events 

 
 
Education 
 
Temple University, Klein College of Media and Communication Bachelor 
of Arts in Journalism, Minor in Spanish  
Study Abroad Semester: Spring 2018, University of Havana, Cuba  
 
Accomplishments 
 

 Finalist for the 2019 EPPY Award for Best Business Reporting with under 1 million unique monthly 
visitors for North Philadelphia: Black Business List a Crucial Part of Support Network for Black 
Entrepreneurs 

 Work featured in MFON: Women Photographers of the African Diaspora (2017), a photography book 
celebrating work from black female photographers  

 Awarded 2016 Student Keystone Press Honorable Mention for Feature Photo -The Temple News, 
Flipping Breakdance on its Head  

 



















































































04/2015 - 08/2015

Filmmaker    
US Pavilion at the World Expo Milano 2015 (Italy)                                                  

05/2014 - 04/2015

JR Editor (Post-Production)
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)

• Develop strategic plans and concepts for creating storytelling digital visual content aimed to educate targeted markets using
social media platforms while also working in close collaboration with VIP campaign surrogates and stakeholders.
• Daily monitoring, management and posting for all official social channels with a total monthly reach of more than 3 million people. 
• Taught cross-departmental filmmaking workshops, interviewed new applicants, mentored incoming filmmakers, part of team that 
received over 1 billion views across platforms.
• Wrote, directed and produced original video and visual content in English/Spanish.

05/2016 - 11/2016

Deputy Digital Director/Filmmaker
Hillary for America

• Supervised and hired a cross-functional creative team to develop strategic visual content for the Speaker of the House official 
social media accounts which effectively increased the Speaker’s total follower count from 1.5 million to 6+ million.
• Designed and oversaw visual identity for 200+ Legislations passed by the House for national dissemination on digital and print  
on behalf of the Speaker of the House, while cultivating a constant trusting collaboration with various Congressional committees/-
caucuses and community groups.
• Directed multimedia visual strategy and digital content for first impeachment against the 45th President of the United States (also 
the seond impeachment but as a consultant).
• Management of yearly budget $500K+ for visibility, content creation, digital strategy and equipment.
• Official spokesman in Spanish for the Speaker of the House and translated official statements, press releases in Spanish.
• Creator, author, and photographer of photoblog “Madam Speaker: A Behind-the-Scenes Look”.
• Roles previously held for the the Speaker of the House: Official Photographer, Director of Hispanic Media, Deputy Press Secretary.

12/2016 - 10/2020 

Creative Director
Office of the Speaker, U.S. House of Reps., Nancy Pelosi 

Experience

Obscura’s professional expertise and multidisciplinary artistic practice ranges from art direction, creative strategy, research,
interactive productions (XR, virtual/augmented reality), photography, video editing and digital storytelling in spanish and english. 

About

Julio Obscura (he/him)

05/2013 - 12/2013

Bilingual Content Creator Intern
The White House (Obama Admin), Office of Digital Strategy

09/2015 - 12/2015

ESL Highschool Teacher 
Vietnamese English School (Vietnam)

1/2

• Produced and translated content in Spanish for the @LaCasaBlanca Twitter and Facebook accounts, which have 95.2K and 12.2K 
followers respectively, helping reverse a decline in follower growth. 
• Led the production of a video on the evolution of the Easter Egg Roll that was viewed 450K times across multiple platforms.
• Assembled and produced the “Daily Snapshot,” a daily email which is sent to a mailing list of more than 350K. 
• Wrote, directed and produced original video and visual content in English/Spanish.

• Video editor in the PBS Media Operations Center where I was responsible for editing and creating trailers for the marketing team  
for national distribution on television and digital platforms.

• Strategized and developed visual storytelling content to USA Pavilion social media platforms including Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter.

• Developed lesson plans and taugh English in highschools across Ho Chi Minh City.
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Awards
• Lumen Prize– Longlist Winner, Immersive Environment Award 2022
• Royal Society of Arts Fellow, 2021
• Fulbright Scholar Postgraduate Arts Award, US-UK Commission, 2020-2022
• Hispanic Heritage Fund Scholar, 2013 & 2020
• U.S. Department of State Benjamin A. Gilman Scholar 2014

Exhibitions
• The Border Project: Fronterizo (Virtual Reality installation). 
 -Cromwell Place, London, U.K. 2022
 -Laredo Center of the Arts, TX, USA, 2022
• An Enlichement: Lichens and Pollution (installation). Iklectik, London, U.K. 2021
• Permanent photography exhibition. Speaker’s Executive Office, U.S. Capitol 2019

+

+

2009-2014

Texas A&M International University 
B.A. Communications, minor in Anthropology

Education
Photoshop
Lightroom
After Effects
Premiere
InDesign
Illustrator
Audition
Unity
TouchDesigner
Blender
Cinema 4D
Figma

Spanish- fluent 

Skills

Languages

Royal College of Art
M.A. Digital Direction
2020-2022 

Julio Obscura (he/him)

 
  

 
 

08/2012 - 04/2013

Academic Success Student Mentor
Texas A&M International University 

Consulting/Freelance+
Clients: Amnesty International, MTV, BMW, Cala Alliance, PBS Kids, White House, U.S. House of Representatives 

Academia
• Royal College of Art, Visiting Lecturer, 2022
• Texas A&M International University, Visiting Lecturer, 2019-2022
• Laredo College, Visiting Lecturer, 2022

+

2/2

• Mentored and assisted new students through their first year of college, many of whom were first generation college students 
and/or from underrepresented communities.
• Mentored sophomores in borderline of academic probation.
• Oversaw the academic progress of 30 students who I had to meet on a weekly basis.
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ZACHARY B. PILCHEN 
        

EXPERIENCE

BEVERIDGE & DIAMOND, PC, Associate / Deputy Chair of Air & Climate Practice Group Feb. 2020–Present

Deputy Chair of Air & Climate Practice Group at nation’s oldest and largest environmental law firm. 

Counsel clients on how to comply with complex federal, state, and local environmental laws — with 
particular emphasis on air pollution and climate regulations (both mobile and stationary sources) under 
the CAA, the AIM Act, and state equivalents. 

Draft agency rulemaking comments, negotiate settlement agreements, and litigate on behalf of clients in 
federal and state courts. 

Active pro bono practice, including representation of Afghan refugee translator for U.S. military, and 
amicus briefs on behalf of civil rights legal historians in Black Lives Matter v. Trump (Lafayette Square) 
and in Smith v. Trump (police officers injured in January 6 attack) for claims arising under KKK Act. 

SENATE ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS (EPW) COMMITTEE, EPA Detailee/Brookings Jan. 2018–Dec. 2020

Hearings and oversight. Participated in all aspects of committee hearings including briefing and staffing 
Sen. Carper; minority witness preparation; and drafting questions for hearings and the record. Researched 
and analyzed environmental records of certain judicial nominees for senior EPW staff and Judiciary 
Committee. Drafted multiple oversight letters on high-profile energy and environmental matters.

Environmental policy. Performed all duties of Senior Policy Advisor for Clean Air & Climate Change 
during advisor’s maternity leave. Throughout service on EPW Committee, provided expert advice to all 
Democratic Senate offices, and worked regularly with representatives and lobbyists from states, industry, 
and environmental groups. Translated complex EPA initiatives into essentials comprehensible to laymen.

Legislative drafting and negotiation. Primary drafter of bipartisan CWA bill concerning regulation of 
vessel discharges (“VIDA,” largely codified at 33 U.S.C. § 1322(p)). Drafted and negotiated legislation on 
diverse array of other environmental issues, including portions of bipartisan AIM Act phasing down HFCs.

EPA OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL (OGC), Attorney-Advisor July 2014–Feb. 2020

Climate regulation. Member of EPA’s Clean Power Plan (CPP) legal team. Assisted with cutting-edge 
environmental and administrative law issues during the CPP’s legal and technical development, and all aspects 
of the Obama-era litigation (including representing EPA at counsel table for part of the en banc D.C. Circuit 
argument). CPP legal lead on measures for improving power plant efficiency, and on the rule’s constitutional 
implications. Lead EPA counsel for novel “climate trust” constitutional litigation, Juliana v. United States.

State Implementation Plans (SIPs). Extensive involvement in dozens of EPA rulemakings at the nexus 
between state and federal CAA authority, including as member of OGC’s Interstate Transport team.

Permitting. Developed and drafted numerous EPA Administrator Title V orders responding to citizen 
challenges to state-issued permits. OGC lead on federal oversight of state Title V programs. OGC expert on 
Title V source determinations. Assisted with development of federal operating permits.

Fifth Amendment takings. Lead EPA lawyer on all Fifth Amendment takings claims against the agency. 
Defended actions and advised clients on takings matters arising under CAA, CWA, CERCLA, and FIFRA.

Litigation & briefing. In connection with the four subject areas above, worked closely with DOJ attorneys 
to defend EPA in numerous federal lawsuits, including via defensive depositions.  Regularly briefed political 
appointees and senior management regarding ongoing matters, including for congressional testimony.

DOJ ENRD, ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT SECTION, Power Plants Litigation Law Clerk Summer 2014
Researched and drafted court filings for specialized ENRD unit enforcing New Source Review. 
Combed through thousands of documents related to ratemaking cases for deposition preparation; and 
synthesized decades of data on capital projects in preparation for expert witness deposition. 
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EPA OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES, Student Law Clerk Spring 2014
Assisted EPA’s ALJs and staff attorneys with all aspects of managing and resolving complex administrative 
litigation under the CWA, CAA, FIFRA, TSCA, and Magnuson-Stevens Act, including by drafting opinions, 
discovery orders and compliance orders, and by conducting legal research. 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF OREGON, Clinical Law Student Spring 2013 

Worked under supervision of Assistant U.S. Attorney and EPA agent on criminal CWA case; provided legal 
research and writing for CAA case involving failure to report opacity violations. 

PERKINS COIE, LLP, Law Clerk Spring 2012
Provided legal research and analysis regarding feasibility of potential NPDES permit-sharing program. 

EPA OFFICE OF CIVIL ENFORCEMENT, Honors Law Clerk Summer 2012
Worked with EPA attorneys and U.S. Attorney’s Office on complex RCRA and TSCA enforcement actions. 

EPA OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE, Honors Law Clerk Summer 2011 
Wrote sections of “Next Generation Compliance” manual; conducted e-discovery for Deepwater Horizon case. 

NORTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE CENTER, Member (Air Group) Fall 2010–Spring 2013
Drafted public comments regarding proposed Oregon DEQ regulations and draft Title V permits. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, Legal Assistant Intern Summer 2010
Assisted Latin American legal department regarding “debt-for-nature swap” contracts and other matters.  

EDUCATION

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL, Washington, DC Jan. 2015 

LL.M Energy & Environmental Law, with highest honors  GPA: 3.93
Honors: Shaw Graduate Fellow in Administrative Law; master’s thesis on use of CWA to fight climate change.

LEWIS & CLARK LAW SCHOOL, Portland, OR May 2013 
J.D., magna cum laude / Certificate in Environmental & Natural Resources Law GPA: 3.672
Rank: 17 of 232 (top 7.3%) 

Highest scoring student in Advanced Legal Writing, Environmental Law, and Environmental Enforcement.
Activities: Environmental law review (Envtl. L.); moot court; legal writing teaching assistant
Honors: Dean’s List (all semesters); Environmental Advocate of the Year Competition (authored bench brief for 

Chief Justice Roberts) (2013); National Champion, National Animal Law Moot Court Competition (2013); 
National Order of Scribes, Am. Society of Legal Writers (2013); Cornelius Honor Society, Lewis & Clark 
Law School (2013); National Finalist & Regional Winner, National Moot Court Competition (2012); Best 
Oral Advocate & Best Appellate Brief, Lewis & Clark First-Year Moot Court Program (2011)

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY, Williamsburg, VA May 2010 

B.A., Environmental Policy / B.A., Government 

SELECT PROFESSIONAL HONORS 

DOJ Assistant Attorney General’s Award for Excellence, Clean Power Plan Litigation Team 2016
EPA Gold Medal for Exceptional Service, Clean Power Plan development 2016
EPA Silver Medal for Superior Service, Startup, Shutdown, Malfunction SIP Call 2016
EPA Bronze Medal for Commendable Service, Title V permitting 2017 
EPA Bronze Medal for Commendable Service, NSR-SIP litigation 2018
Rising Star Award, Lewis & Clark Law School (alumni award) 2020
Capital Pro Bono High Honor Roll, D.C. Courts (over 100 hours of pro bono legal work) 2022, 2021

  

BAR MEMBERSHIPS

Virginia; Washington, D.C. 













MEDHA RAJ 
      

 
WORK EXPERIENCE                    

White House, Operation Allies Welcome | Chief of Staff  (Sep. 2021 – Jan. 2022)                                        Washington, DC              
Managed priorities, staff, and operations for White House task force resettling 90k+ Afghan evacuees across the U.S. 
Workstreams included interagency policy development, external stakeholder engagement, and press and messaging.  

 Set goals and communicated progress. Articulated team’s strategic objectives. Set monthly team priorities, determined 
staff portfolios, and tracked progress. Wrote memos for POTUS and weekly briefs for White House leadership. 

 Supported principal. Staffed, briefed, and prioritized engagements for OAW Coordinator Jack Markell. Helped drive 
interagency policy and partnership development for Coordinator’s priorities in areas of housing, employment, and 
resettlement agency capacity building. 

 Coordinated stakeholder engagements. Oversaw execution of meetings and roundtables with cabinet secretaries, 
governors, and Fortune 50 executives. Led planning for 6-state tour to meet local leaders and inform federal policy.  

 
White House, National Security Council | Advisor to the Chief of Staff (Mar. 2021 – Present)                   Washington, DC              
Provide operational and strategic support to NSC Chief of Staff with the mission of rebuilding and revitalizing the NSC. 
Guide short- and long-term team priorities and manage special projects, including: 

 Interagency process streamlining. Reviewed and streamlined NSC IPCs; effort increased efficiency by 28%. Sought 
agency front office and NSC senior staff feedback and conducted quantitative analysis. Set new IPC guidelines, best 
practices, and monthly targets. Produced bimonthly dashboard to inform leadership decision-making.  

 NSC staff survey. Designed and launched survey for 300+ staff and 33 directorates to assess morale, challenges, and 
solutions. Analyzed 3k data points to derive conclusions. Briefed APNSA, PDNSA, and HSA on results and path 
forward. Used findings to determine second and third quarter COS priorities and improve management practices. 

 
Biden-Harris Presidential Transition | Deputy Digital Director (Nov. 2020 – Jan. 2021)                           Washington, DC 
Managed day-to-day operations and set strategy for Digital department. Provided daily coverage of President Elect’s activities, 
amplified Administration’s policy plans, and coordinated 15+ major cabinet and White House personnel announcements. 
 
Biden for President | Digital Chief of Staff (Jun. 2020 – Nov. 2020)                                                              Washington, DC 
Led operations and cross-campaign initiatives for Digital department with 120 staff and $27.6m monthly budget. Department 
raised $800m from 5.7m donors during general election through grassroots fundraising arm and was responsible for all 
campaign digital communications work, including design, online rapid response, partnerships, social platforms, and video. 

 Project managed high-profile initiatives. Coordinated across 9 Digital verticals and several campaign teams to plan, 
manage, and execute fast-moving projects, such as the “digital-first” running mate announcement of VPOTUS Harris. 

 Rapidly scaled and managed Digital program. Oversaw organizational growth strategy, budgeting, and hiring process 
across entire department. Developed and executed staffing plan to grow headcount 3.5x over 4 months with strong 
focus on diversity and inclusion, yielding staff makeup of 65% women and 52% people of color. Established 
management systems for Digital leadership, managed personnel issues, and ran weekly 150+ person all-staff meetings. 

 
Pete for America | Deputy Director of Distribution (Aug. 2019 – Mar. 2020)                                               South Bend, IN 
Managed 13-person department focused on online engagement and fundraising, and supported campaign management.  

 Prepared briefings for Pete Buttigieg. Developed weekly principal updates on campaign’s performance against internal 
goals and metrics, collecting and synthesizing data from each department; decks on evolving television and digital ad 
strategy; and post-Iowa strategy memo with revenue forecasts, budget scenarios, and decision-making blueprint. 

 Drove complex, cross-departmental projects. Worked across policy, communications, organizing, data, and engineering 
teams. Projects included 30 policy rollouts, website development, and Super Tuesday digital mobilization strategy. 

 
Deloitte Consulting | Strategy Consultant (Aug. 2014 – May 2017)                                                              Washington, DC 
Developed and implemented strategies for public and social sector clients. Ranked top 10% performer nationally.  

 My Brother’s Keeper Alliance. Designed President Obama’s nonprofit initiative. Worked with White House senior 
staff and drafted deliverables for POTUS to set strategy and stand up program in 12 cities. Designed partnership 
strategy for $85m fundraising portfolio, yielding 40+ Fortune 500 engagements.  

 Additional Clients: Coca-Cola, JPMorgan, UNOPS, USAID, WEF. 
EDUCATION                                      

Stanford Graduate School of Business | M.B.A. (2017 – 2019)                                                                        Palo Alto, CA  
Certificate in Public Management and Social Innovation 
 

Georgetown University | B.S. in Foreign Service (2010 – 2014)                                                                  Washington, DC 
Major in International Politics, concentration in Foreign Policy; International Development Certificate 
ADDITIONAL    

 Experience: Brookings Institute, Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti, Flippable, Gavin for Governor, Higher Ground Labs 
 Interests: Film, stand-up comedy, narrative journalism, traveling, and cooking 
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▪ Assisted political staff and consultants in developing benchmark and tracking polls, digital, radio and television communications, and
direct mail programs in targeted districts in the DCCC’s Red to Blue and Frontline Programs.

▪ Analyzed, monitored and disseminated competitive updates, campaign tracking materials, status reports and candidate communications.
▪ Aided Executive Director of the Arizona Democratic Party (ADP) in managing operations for statewide get out the vote and early voting
activities financed by the DNC, DCCC and ADP, while also participating in field operations for Arizona’s 1 st and 2nd Congressional Districts.

Smoot Tewes Group, Political Strategy & Project Assistant Washington, D.C., May 2015 – May 2016
Leading Political and Public Affairs Consulting Firm Founded by Julianna Smoot and Paul Tewes.
▪ Assisted Strategy Team in the development and execution of campaign plans, political communications and campaign status reports.
▪ Created and compiled extensive political research documents on environmental initiatives, issue campaigns and political candidates.
▪ Initiated and executed media buys (online, print, digital and radio) for campaign communications and directed the invoicing process.

U. S. Department of the Interior, Office of Surface Mining Regulatory Support Division, Staff Assistant Washington, D.C.
Regulatory Support Division July 2012 – January 2013
▪ Collaborated with Regulatory Support staff to produce the Administrative Records for judicial review.
▪ Compiled legislative history regarding laws for surface mining and land reclamation, while also actively engaging in meetings

and conference calls to determine which provisions would be included in proposed regulations for the Federal Register.

FELLOWSHIPS AND INTERNSHIPS

Smoot Tewes Group, Strategy & Operations Fellow Washington, D.C., June 2014 – May 2015
Leading political and public affairs consulting firm founded by Julianna Smoot and Paul Tewes.
▪ Conducted and compiled extensive political research for environmental initiatives, issue campaigns and political candidates.
▪ Assembled donor profiles, composed candidate call sheets, and utilized NGP VAN to make fundraising calls on a candidate’s behalf.
▪ Assisted Development Staff in creating and implementing political strategies for client campaign initiatives.

ASGK Public Affairs, Public Affairs Intern Washington, D.C., January 2014 - May 2014
Public affairs and communications firm founded by David Axelrod and Eric Sedler.
▪ Assembled daily press clips, policy memoranda and other essential media documents.
▪ Conducted and compiled policy and legislative research for public affairs initiatives and campaigns.
▪ Monitored strategic communications campaigns and reported on their progress and status.

U.S. House of Representatives, Office of the Democratic Whip, Steny Hoyer (MD-05),                               Washington, D.C.
Congressional Intern August 2013 – January 2014
▪ Assembled press news packets, compiled policy research documents and tracked democratic caucus votes for the Whip List.
▪ Assisted with all office correspondence and drafted constituent letters on the Congressman’s behalf.

U.S House of Representatives, Office of Congressman Ben Chandler (KY-06), Washington, D.C.
Congressional Intern, June 2012- July 2012
▪ Recorded and filed constituent faxes, phone calls and correspondence into the Intranet Quorum database (IQ).
▪ Drafted issue memos regarding defense, foreign policy and health care.

Office of Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear Frankfort, KY
Policy & Legislative Affairs Intern March 2013 - May 2013
▪ Synthesized and conducted research on policies concerning education, economic development and Medicaid expansion.
▪ Reported on gubernatorial press conferences, policy briefings and assisted in media and press packet preparation.
▪ Produced economic snapshots, memos, policy drafts and other documents for the Governor’s policy initiatives.

EDUCATION

M.P.S. of Political Management, George Washington University, Graduate School of Political Management
B.A. in Political Science, University of Kentucky



Sanjay Seth 

 
Education 
 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY                                  Cambridge, MA 
Master in Urban Planning, Harvard Graduate School of Design                                   September 2016 – May 2019 
Master in Public Administration, Harvard Kennedy School of Government                  
Relevant Coursework: Land Use and Environmental Law, International Climate Change Policy After Paris, Climate Change: 
Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability, Climate Solutions Living Lab, Changing Natural and Built Coastal Environments, 
Negotiation Analysis, The Energy-Climate Challenge, Global Governance, Negotiating Across Differences, Leadership in 
Environmental Conflicts, Developing Mindsets for Innovative Problem Solving, International Humanitarian Response, 
Public and Private Development, Miami Resilience: Housing & Infrastructure, Introduction to Budgeting and Financial 
Management, Advanced Budgeting, Financial Management, and Operations, Environmental Law and Policy Clinic 
 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, GOLDSMITHS COLLEGE                London, England 
BA (Hons) in Economics, Politics, and Public Policy, 1st Class Honors              September 2009 – September 2012 
 
 
Professional Experience 

 
CITY OF BOSTON, ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT                                       Boston, MA 
Climate Resilience Program Manager                     October 2020 – Present 

• Leading the climate resilience and adaptation portfolio for the City of Boston, including managing the 
Climate Ready Boston program, which is focused on the design and implementation of a multi-billion 
dollar infrastructure and regulatory effort to equitably protect residents from the effects of climate change 

• Managing and coaching three direct reports and two large teams of interdisciplinary consultants – 
including lawyers, policy analysts, economists, scientists, organizers, and engineers – and maintaining 
responsibility for overall program delivery across all workstreams, including a Citywide heat resiliency 
study with particular focus on strategies for Boston’s environmental justice communities, two additional 
neighborhood coastal resilience plans (East Boston and Charlestown), and other projects and programs 

• Guiding an additional team at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to deliver a multi-million dollar study to 
accelerate Boston’s climate resilience work and help obtain Federal funds for construction 

• Supporting improvements to Boston’s emergency operations procedures and resources, including through 
regular coordination with other leading cities to share knowledge for equitable response and recovery 

• Leading development of multi-million dollar, cross-departmental policy proposals and grants centering 
climate and equity for various funding sources, including BIL-, CDS/CPF-, and ARPA-related funding 

• Engaging in the development of capital and operating budgets for the Climate Ready Boston program, 
currently under review, centered on the goal of interdepartmental climate resilience positions and projects 

• Supporting Federal Administration and Congressional engagement on City climate and equity priorities   
• Briefing elected officials and staff on Boston’s climate strategy, focusing on opportunities to integrate 

council, legislative, and federal goals into Climate Ready Boston’s work or vice versa, where appropriate 
• Delivering interagency and intergovernmental coordination through regular policy development meetings 

with key city, state, federal, civic, and other partners to ensure coordinated delivery on climate priorities 
• Communicating with the public about Boston’s climate work at various lectures, stakeholder meetings, 

panels, media outlets, and assemblies, as well as through open office hours with the public 
 
HARVARD ALUMNI FOR CLIMATE AND THE ENVIRONMENT         Cambridge, MA 
Co-Founder, Co-President                                   September 2019 - Present 

● Manage the strategic direction of a non-profit organization with more than 1,800 active Harvard alumni  
● Direct our management committee and several programmatic sub-committees to educate alumni around 

climate change, build community among alumni at all stages of their careers, and facilitate alumni action on 
reversing climate change and protecting the environment (www.harvardclimate.com) 
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NEW URBAN PROGRESS                Remote 
Fellow                                              October 2020 – Present 

● Selected for a two-year traveling fellowship focused on strengthening the transatlantic partnership between the 
United States and Germany through knowledge sharing and dialogue around metropolitan policy and planning, 
funded by the Marshall Plan (European Recovery Program) of the Federal Republic of Germany 

 
BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT                Remote 
Convener/Facilitator & Policy Volunteer         August 2020 – November 2020 

● Served as a convenor and facilitator of a 100+ member policy working group, facilitating regular 
meetings and breakouts, 3 iterations of policy proposals across 14 policy development teams, and 
finalizing proposals among a wide range of participants for on-time submission to the broader committee 

● Served as lead author on several proposals of another relevant subcommittee and contributing author to 
several additional proposals across multiple subcommittees 

● Contributed to several voter protection efforts, including rapidly analyzing all polling locations in the 
Colorado, which required individually pulling and formatting scanned PDFs from 64 counties into a 
dynamic spreadsheet that was used by the voter protection team to ensure adequate polling capacity  

 
CSM ENGINEERING                                                            New York, NY 
Project Manager for Planning and Policy            December 2019 – July 2020 

• In direct support of the City of New York, served on a project-management team for an $8 million project 
coordinating an interdisciplinary consultant team of 18 firms and more than 60 staff – including lawyers, 
engineers, policy analysts, landscape architects, urban designers, architects, economists, and others – to 
develop an implementable plan for an $8-10 billion effort to protect New Yorkers from climate change 

• Coordinated across consultant and city teams to develop, continually improve, and execute on short-term 
and long-term work plans with many separate workstreams and complex dependencies among firms 

• Managed, tracked, and reported on $900,000 portion of the $8 million project budget on a weekly basis 
• Delivered an interactive open house for more than 300 visitors as a multi-room installation built upon best 

practices in climate communications to educate and engage the public around climate action in New York 
• Helped develop and execute a half-day workshop with 17 City and State agencies and 77 agency 

attendees to engage a wide range of government stakeholders in the development of the plan 
• Developed a multi-criteria decision analysis tool and scoring system, based upon the project’s guiding 

principles and core criteria that I helped develop through an extensive engagement process, to score and 
select among a wide range of project options against New York’s various policy and resiliency goals 

• Conducted detailed, public-facing tabular and geospatial mapping studies to determine the local and 
regional impact of protecting Lower Manhattan from the effects of climate change 

• Created a customized stakeholder tracker database for the project that supported and tracked nearly 600 
separate engagements with project stakeholders 

 
HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT                                        Cambridge, MA 
Teaching Fellow, Organizing: People, Power, and Change                                  December 2018 – June 2019 

● Provided 68 one-on-one mentoring sessions, 11 team coaching sessions, a two-day training retreat, a full-
day workshop for about 70 graduate students and 18 expert coaches, 114 graded papers, 13 curriculum 
development and lecture planning meetings, 13 section prep meetings, 13 debrief meetings, and grading 
management for 62 students across 5 sections 

● Led a section of graduate students in weekly 75-minute workshops on effective community organizing, 
capacity building, and campaign implementation – more than 11 hours of upfront teaching time 

● Supervised and trained 3 student teams of 11 graduate students in a semester-long development program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLOOMBERG HARVARD CITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE                           Cambridge, MA 
Inaugural Fellow                                     May 2017 – August 2017 

● Helped develop and implement a year-long, capacity-building program for 40 mayors (U.S. and 
international) and 80 senior staff to develop their leadership, management, and decision-making skills 

● Conducted qualitative research and data analysis in order to present each mayor with a customized 
analytic data product for their city, designed to prepare them for the activities of the mayoral workshop  

● Held regular stakeholder interviews with mayors and senior staff to support strategic planning efforts 
 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING                  New York, NY 
Regional Planning Extern                                           January 2017 

● Built a custom regional-scale housing dataset that allowed for detailed geospatial analyses at regional, 
county, and municipal levels, in order to analyze housing policy and trends across the New York region 

 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT                                          Cambridge, MA  
Founder & Program Manager, Harvard Climate Leaders Program                            May 2018 – May 2019  

● Founded a new formal program at Harvard on interdisciplinary climate education and leadership in 
partnership with the Harvard University Center for the Environment (climateleadersprogram.com)  

● Lead manager and facilitator for a program that included a weekend retreat, 8 dinners with lectures and 
other programming, 4 half-day workshops, 12 small-group events, 3 spinoff research and mentorship 
projects, and other activities for an inaugural cohort of 37 students from 6 graduate schools, selected as 
part of a highly competitive process out of nearly 100 applicants 

● Obtained more than $35,000 to support the program and managed the program’s budget with HUCE 
● Supervised and trained 6 school teams and a program-wide student leadership team to manage and 

continue to build the program, which is now heading into its fourth year 
 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY                      Cambridge, MA 
Pro-Bono Consulting             September 2016 – May 2019 

• Delivered a strategy for stormwater management and climate resilience for Mayor of New Orleans, LA 
• Delivered a roadmap to navigate Federal flood insurance regulations for Mayor of Newburyport, MA 
• Developed proposal to use carbon markets to drive investment to low-income areas for Rhode Island 
• Created governance structure and cost-sharing agreements for new regional climate governance entity 

among cities and a county in South Florida to facilitate regional climate adaptation policy and planning 
 
REGIONAL PLAN ASSOCIATION                                                         New York, NY 
Research Analyst, Energy & Environment         May 2014 – May 2016 

● Provided policy recommendations, data analysis, graphic design, and client and project management for a 
wide range of research projects related to climate change adaptation and mitigation, transportation, habitat 
conservation and restoration, housing, energy generation and efficiency, demographic change, parks and 
open space, property values, economic development, and regional cap-and-trade systems 

● Organized more than 40 high-level summits, panels, roundtables, workshops, and committee meetings 
● Lead organizer of a 3-day workshop in London to share best practices between global cities and regions 
● Served on a team supporting two major conferences in New York City attended by over 1,000 people 
● Wrote communications pieces related to my research to make it accessible to a non-expert audience 
● Procured and launched a project management system across the entire organization to improve team 

efficiency, increase transparency and accountability, and help track project financing and implementation 
 

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION                 New York, NY 
Master Planning Intern                  February 2014 – June 2014 

● Provided geospatial and comparative analysis of socioeconomic trends and performed community 
surveys, site visits, consultation, outreach, and planning studies to help develop updated master plans  
 

 
 
 
 



 
DESIGN TRUST FOR PUBLIC SPACE                                New York, NY 
Intern                           September 2013 – February 2014 

● Provided research and analysis for an urban agriculture study, Five Borough Farm, in partnership with the 
NYC Parks – and for a public space study, Under the Elevated, in partnership with the NYC DOT 

 
Professional Publications 
 
These are professional publications in which I have been involved in managing or supporting broad teams of 
contributors. Each included some level of contribution from my side. Projects marked with an asterisk represent a 
greater level of contributions from me. 
 
City of Boston, Citywide Heat Resilience Study (Forthcoming 2021)* 
City of Boston, Coastal Resilience Solutions for East Boston and Charlestown, Phase II (Forthcoming 2021)* 
City of New York, The Financial District and Seaport Climate Resilience Master Plan (2021) 
City of Boston, Coastal Resilience Solutions for Dorchester (2020) 
City of Boston, Coastal Resilience Solutions for Downtown and North End (2020)  
Regional Plan Association, Jamaica Bay Greenway Implementation Plan (2018)* 
Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative, Briefings for Inaugural Class of Mayors (2017)* 
Regional Plan Association, The Fourth Regional Plan: Making the Region Work for All of Us (2017) 
Regional Plan Association, Realizing the Benefits of Hudson River Park (2016)*  
Regional Plan Association, Mid-Hudson Sustainability and Smart Growth Toolkit (2016) 
Regional Plan Association, Where to Reinforce, Where to Retreat? (2015) 
Regional Plan Association, Jamaica Bay Greenway Users Guide (2015)* 
Regional Plan Association, The Future of Work (2015)* 
Regional Plan Association, Briefings for International Advisory Committee of the Fourth Regional Plan (2015)* 
City of New York, Crotona & Tremont Park Master Plan (2015) 
Regional Plan Association, Paddling the Bay: Advancing the Jamaica Bay Water Trail (2014) 
Design Trust for Public Space, Five Borough Farm: Phase II (2014) 
Design Trust for Public Space, Under the Elevated: Phase I (2013) 
 
Recent Lectures and Public Presentations 
 
2022 
Environmental Law Institute, Technology and Climate Resiliency  
Coastal Quest, Accelerating Solutions for a Resilient Coast 
Harvard University, GOV-1722 Politics of the Environment and Climate Change  
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Rising Seas: Planning for the Future  
University of Massachusetts Boston, ENVSCI-791 Seminar in Environmental Sciences 
 
2021  
Boston Harbor Now, Climate Ready Dorchester 
Center for Planning Excellence Smart Growth Summit, Climate Resiliency: Communities Built to Last  
Environmental Business Council, Planning for Climate Change in Boston 
Environmental Protection Agency and CETESB, Climate Ready Boston 
Harvard Kennedy School, Climate Change and City Resiliency  
Harvard Kennedy School, Mobilizing the Environmental Vote: Report from the Front Lines 
Harvard School of Public Health, C-CHANGE  Youth Summit on Climate, Equity, and Health 
Harvard University, Environmental Justice: The Enduring Impact and Urgent Challenges for Our Communities 
Progressive Governance Digital Summit, Mayors as Progressive Motors 
National Parks Service, Climate Resilience in Boston 
New England Water Environment Association, Funding Climate Resiliency Infrastructure 
Storm Surge, Funding and Financing Climate Resilient Communities 
The Explorers Club, Preparing Cities for Climate Change: Climate Ready Boston 
University of Massachusetts Boston, Climate Justice Partnerships 



 
 
Recent Media Appearances and Commentary 
 
2021 
Associated Press, Summer storms were a climate-change wake-up call for subways 
Boston Business Journal, Boston's climate readiness plans now include outdoor cooling stations 
WBUR, A Second Heat Wave Melts The Region As Residents Rush To Keep Cool 
WBUR, As Sea Levels Rise in Boston, Stormwater May Have Nowhere To Go 
WBUR, Old Sewers, New Problem: Boston’s Stormwater System Is Threatened By Climate Change 
WCVB-TV Channel 5 Chronicle, In recent survey, Boston ranks 6th for the intensity of its heat islands 
 
 
Technical Skills 
 
Analysis: ArcGIS, STATA, Access, Excel, Tableau, Stella, Nvivo  
Graphic Design: Adobe Creative Suite, Processing, SketchUp  
Presentation: Powerpoint, ArcGIS Online  
Websites: Joomla, Squarespace, Wordpress  
Project Management: Asana, Replicon 
CRM: Salesforce, VAN
 







N A T A L I A  S O R G E N T E  

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Baker Botts LLP (October 2019–present) 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP (July 2017–October 2019) 
Partner, Litigation Department  

 Experienced legal advisor with a focus on investigations, monitorships, and complex challenges at the 
intersection of law, policy, government, and business.  

 Lead significant internal investigation related to allegations of fraud at Fortune 500 client. 
 Advise on crisis management, disclosures to regulators and stakeholders, and remediation. 

 Managed monitorship team overseeing the operations of the world’s largest leisure travel company 
following the company’s conviction for environmental crimes. 

 Assessed company’s worldwide operations with a focus on environmental compliance, 
investigations, governance, culture, training, and COVID-19 response.  

 Communicated with stakeholders, including Court, DOJ, Board of Directors, and executives. 
 Expertise in False Claims Act investigations, including serving as co-lead on investigation of Fortune 

500 client with global operations, representing relator in False Claims Act investigation and suit against 
major technology company, and representing key individual in federal and multi-state investigation. 

 Represent guarantors of carbon capture and storage project in dispute with Department of Energy. 

Department of Justice  
Associate Deputy Attorney General; Senior Counsel to Deputy Attorney General (April 2016–January 2017) 

 Managed, and worked with Office of Legislative Affairs to improve, clearance process providing final DOJ 
review of government regulations, testimony, and statements of administration position.  

 Worked on DOJ response to Office of Inspector General review of DOJ Clemency Initiative. 
 Oversaw Justice Management Division, Office of Attorney Recruitment and Management, Foreign Claims 

Settlement Commission, and Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization. 
 Led interagency team to develop implicit bias training for over 23,000 law enforcement agents at the FBI, 

DEA, ATF, and US Marshals; supervised parallel process for 10,000 prosecutors and civil attorneys.  
 Served as a lead architect and negotiator of settlement of $380 million cy pres fund dispute in Keepseagle 

Native American farmer and rancher discrimination litigation. 
 Additional areas included: Financial Fraud Enforcement Task Force; social media policy; Committee on 

Rules of Practice and Procedure; mandatory training. 

Senior Counsel, Civil Division Office of the Assistant Attorney General (August 2012–April 2016) 
 Managed Civil Division’s policy and oversight portfolio:  

 Developed response to Congressional oversight related to “Operation Chokepoint.” 
 Prepared Assistant Attorney General for Congressional testimony. 
 Advanced Division’s views on proposed legislation, including: Electronic Communications Privacy 

Act, FIRREA, Federal Arbitration Act, and anti-discrimination statutes. 
 Coordinated Tribal issues and served on Indian Civil Litigation and Policy Working Group. 

 Worked on high-priority matters, including, for example: AIG shareholder litigation over terms of financial 
crisis bailout; Health Care Fraud docket, including False Claims Act and criminal enforcement matters; and 
leading implementation of US v. Windsor decision for DOJ, Department of Labor, and PBGC.  

 Developed consumer protection efforts, including: strategies to enhance protection of Servicemembers 
and veterans; televised Consumer Protection Summit; evaluation of potential enforcement actions; and 
working with non-profit groups, DOJ components, government agencies, and external stakeholders. 
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Department of Justice  
Senior Counsel, Office of Legal Policy (January 2012–August 2012) 

 Vetted and prepared federal judicial nominees for Senate confirmation process and hearings. 

Chief of Staff & Counsel, Environment & Natural Resources Division (January 2010–January 2012) 
 Chief of Staff for litigating division with nearly 700 employees and budget of over $100 million. 
 Involved in strategic planning; budgeting; operations; litigation; initiatives; and Congressional relations. 
 Oversaw handling of criminal, civil enforcement, and defensive matters in the areas of environmental and 

natural resource law, eminent domain, and Indian law.  
 Worked on Division communications, including guiding messaging for speeches and press releases. 
 Managed Division’s international program, including: strategic planning; partnering with DOJ 

components and other federal agencies on capacity building; overseeing efforts to combat illegal logging, 
climate change, and wildlife trafficking; and advising US Trade Representative on free trade agreements. 

Obama for America  
National Deputy Women’s Vote Director (August 2008–November 2008) 

 Managed Women for Obama in 12 battleground States, including national message amplification, 
programming, media, and policy.  

 Responsible for National Women’s Leadership Issues Conference policy panels on the environment, 
economy, health care, courts, and foreign policy, including written and oral briefings for Ambassador 
Rice, Secretary of State Albright and Treasury Secretary Rubin. 

Richardson for President  
National Director of Ballot Access & Delegate Selection (October 2007–January 2008) 

 In 90 days, devised and implemented strategies allowing Gov. Richardson to participate in 42 presidential 
primaries and caucuses.   

 Worked with State Parties to train delegate candidates and organize caucuses; prepared voter protection plan. 

Department of Justice  
Trial Attorney, Environment & Natural Resources Division (September 2002–September 2007) 

 Defended United States regulations, determinations, and practices in federal district and appellate courts 
with responsibilities for, inter alia, oral arguments, briefs, discovery, experts, settlement negotiations, case 
strategy, and relationships with clients and stakeholders. 

 Substantive experience with CERCLA, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, NEPA, and Oil Pollution Act. 
 Reported cases include: South Coast Air Qual. Mgmt. v. EPA (D.C. Cir. 2006) (ozone regulations); Environmental 

Defense v. EPA (D.C. Cir. 2006) (transportation conformity regulations); Honeywell Int’l v. EPA (D.C. Cir. 
2004) (Superfund listing); Pennsylvania Muni. Auths. Ass’n v. Horinko (D.C. Cir. 2005) (blending policies). 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison  
Associate, Litigation Department (September 1997–August 2002) 

 Represented sophisticated and multinational clients in complex civil and criminal litigation.  
 Represented client in investigation, civil litigation, and criminal trial alleging antitrust violations. 
 Successfully defended issuer of variable annuities against alleged Investment Company Act violations. 
 Represented global consumer company to successfully resolve allegations of deceptive trade practices. 
 Represented major financial services firm on appeal in first “marking the open” market manipulation case. 
 Represented client in litigations concerning franchises and public company ownership of dealerships. 
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Hon. Norma L. Shapiro, Eastern District of Pennsylvania  
Law Clerk (September 1996–September 1997) 

 Researched and drafted opinions, bench memoranda, orders, and jury charges in civil and criminal actions. 

ADDITIONAL POLITICAL AND PUBLIC INTEREST EXPERIENCE 
Biden for President 
Policy Committee Member (August 2020 – November 2020) 
Lawyers for Biden Finance Council (August 2020 – November 2020) 

Alliance for Justice 
Senior Legal Fellow (March 2009 – December 2009) 

 Worked with Judicial Selection Project on Supreme Court and other federal judicial nominations to assess 
nominee records, coordinate with interested groups, educate decision-makers, and prepare materials for 
widespread distribution. 

 Lead attorney for consumer and business issues related to confirmation of Justice Sotomayor. 
 Researched and drafted significant portions of reports on Justice Sotomayor’s record on constitutional, civil 

rights, access to courts, and criminal justice issues. 

Presidential Inaugural Committee 
Women’s Liaison (December 2008 – January 2009) 

 Managed women’s outreach for the inauguration of President Obama and Vice President Biden.   
Democratic National Committee 
Political Department (Spring 2008 – Summer 2008) 

 Worked on election protection projects, including analyses of State election laws and third-party ballot access. 
 Prepared State-specific voter protection one-page reference guides. 
 Prepared materials regarding trends in voter registration, voter turnout, and party switching. 

EDUCATION 

New York University School of Law (J.D., 1996) 
Honors:   Ann Petluck Poses Prize for Outstanding Work in a Clinical Course, 1996 

Marden Moot Court: Semi-Finalist, 1995-1996; Spring Open Winner, Constitutional Law, 1995 

University of Southern California Law Center (Fall 1993–Spring 1994) 
Honors:   Top 4% of first-year class; invited to join Southern California Law Review; invited to join Moot Court 

Harvard University (A.B. in Russian and Soviet Studies, 1992) 
Honors:   Cum laude; Dean’s List; National Merit Scholar; E. Agassiz Certificate for Academic Excellence; 
                The Harvard Quarterly (President, 1990-1992); Signet Society of Arts and Letters (Treasurer, 1991-1992) 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & MAJOR AWARDS 
Friends of Stead Park, Board Member (2013–present) 
Harvard Class Reunion Committee Member (2021-present) 
Harvard Alumni Interviewer (2021-present) 
School for Friends, Board of Trustees, Treasurer (2014–2020) 
Department of Agriculture Abraham Lincoln Honor Award (2016) 
Attorney General’s Award for Exceptional Service (2014) 
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KELLY N. WATKINS 
 

  
SUMMARY 

Bright, motivated political professional with 10 years of experience in Colorado progressive legislative and campaign spheres, as 
Chief of Staff and Caucus Director. Accomplished in legislative agenda advancement, staff management, stakeholder engagement, 

policy, communications, negotiation, crisis management, campaign strategy and execution. 
  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
COLORADO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DENVER, CO          JANUARY 2013 – PRESENT  
MAJORITY CHIEF OF STAFF                                                                                                                                                            SEPTEMBER 2017 – PRESENT 
• Serve as top advisor to Speaker and 41-member Democratic Majority caucus, leading staff of 12 to accomplish legislative goals.  
• Develop and execute policy, communications, and outreach strategies to achieve top priorities on climate and environment, 

budgetary and fiscal policy, education, tax reform, infrastructure, equity, and other key issues.  
• Lead strategic engagement with Governor’s administration, stakeholders, community groups, and legislative leaders and staff in 

both chambers and parties to manage coalitions, negotiate legislative proposals, and build support to pass agenda priorities. 
• Oversee development, management, and execution of major packages of legislation allocating over $4 billion in federal and 

state stimulus funds in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, to address immediate needs as well as create longer-term 
transformational change in affordable housing, behavioral health, and workforce development among other priorities.  

CHIEF ADVISOR TO THE SPEAKER                                                                                                                                                                                               2017 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF                                                                                                                                                                                                             2016 
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR                                                                                                                                                                                                  2014 – 2015 
POLICY ASSISTANT                                                                                                                                                                                                                           2013 
LEGISLATIVE AIDE                                                                                                                                                                                                                           2012 
  

COLORADO HOUSE MAJORITY PROJECT, DENVER, CO 
DIRECTOR 

MAY 2014 – NOVEMBER 2015 
               MAY – NOVEMBER 2015 

• Recruited and advised House Democratic candidates in targeted districts across the state on fundraising, communications, and 
field programs to lay the foundation for successful 2016 election campaigns.  

• Managed fundraisers, donor relations, and call time to fund current year budget and build $150,000 war chest for election year.  
DEPUTY DIRECTOR                                                                                                                                                                                     MAY – NOVEMBER 2014 
• Managed direct mail plan for targeted districts, developed successful messaging strategies and high-quality campaign literature. 
• Provided skills training and ongoing guidance to House Democratic campaign managers and staff across the state.  

  

CHUCK RODOSEVICH FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, HD-47, PUEBLO, CO        MAY – NOVEMBER 2012 
CAMPAIGN MANAGER  
• Developed and implemented campaign strategy in collaboration with state party in highly targeted Southern Colorado district.  
• Ran aggressive voter contact program, recruited and managed volunteers, completed multiple sweeps through target universe. 
• Executed fundraising plan that exceeded budget goals, worked with candidate to build donor networks, organized events.   

  

PRESS & COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE OF NJ GOVERNOR CORZINE, TRENTON, NJ              JUNE – AUGUST 2008 
INTERN – SPANISH LANGUAGE FOCUS  
• Translated news and press releases into Spanish, and developed media database to analyze and maximize news coverage.  

  

RESOURCE PRO, LLC., QINGDAO, CHINA            MAY – AUGUST 2009 
INTERN – LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT TEAM  
• Taught business classes for ReSource Pro employees; developed and rolled out company-wide online applicant testing system.  

  

FLAMA - FORUM FOR LATIN AMERICAN ADVANCEMENT, PRINCETON, NJ                          2004 – 2007 
PRINCETON-SITE COORDINATOR & PRINCIPAL INSTRUCTOR                           2006 - 2007 
• Organized and taught interactive computer education classes, presenting in Spanish to classes of up to 20 adult students.  
• Conducted outreach to local Latino community to promote classes; coordinated between organization leadership and library.  

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR                            2004 - 2006 
  

EDUCATION 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, NY                                  2007 – 2011 
Bachelor of Arts, triple-major Economics, Psychology, Spanish   

   
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA                            SUMMER 2010 
Program on Political Science, Economics, and Government, taught in Spanish, hosted at La Universidad Nacional de San Martín.  

 

(b) (6)



JAHI A. WISE 
  

  
EDUCATION                      
YALE LAW SCHOOL                                 New Haven, Connecticut 
Juris Doctor                    2013 - 2016 
Concentration: Transactional Law and Community Economic Development. Activities: Yale Law School Community and 
Economic Development Clinic, Yale Journal on Regulation. Research Papers: “The Role of CDFIs in Realizing the 
Potential of Residential Energy Efficiency in the U.S.” (2014, unpublished); “Bridging the Clean-Green Gap: 
Incentivizing States to Bring Clean Energy to Low-to-Moderate Income Households” (2016, unpublished)    
 
YALE SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT                              New Haven, Connecticut  
Masters of Business Administration                              2014 - 2016 
Concentration: Clean Energy Finance. Coursework in renewable energy project finance, utility regulation, clean energy 
venture capital, accounting, management, marketing and spreadsheet modeling. Activities: Clean Energy Finance Forum; 
Yale Low Carbon Case Competition Finalist; Connecticut Green Bank Consulting Project  
  
MOREHOUSE COLLEGE                     Atlanta, Georgia 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Economics, magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa                          2004 - 2008 
Gates Millennium Scholar; Harvard University Galbraith Scholar; UC Berkeley Goldman Public Policy Fellow  
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE                    

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF DOMESTIC CLIMATE POLICY            Washington, DC 
Special Assistant to the President for Climate Policy and Finance                                      January 2021 - Present  
Serve as a principal advisor to the National Climate Advisor and manage the development of policy relating to clean 
energy finance, equitable climate investment, environmental justice, economic development, and climate related 
financial risk. Manage a number of key White House initiatives on behalf of the National Climate Advisor including, 
the Justice40 Initiative, Distributed Energy Resources Working Group, Interagency Working Group on Coal and Power 
Plant Communities, Climate Related Financial Risk Working Group and implementation of elements of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (e.g., DOE State and Community Programs, EPA and DOI Environmental Remediation programs),   
and the Inflation Reduction Act (e.g., Clean Energy Tax Credits and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund), among others.   
 
COALITION FOR GREEN CAPITAL                                   Washington, DC 
Policy Director                                                                   July 2020 – January 2021  
Led development of policy and advocacy strategy relating to the launch of a National Climate Bank, a non-profit 
specialized financing entity that would be charged with using public investment to facilite clean energy and climate 
infrastructure transactions across the country. Led development of possible operating models, staffing structures and 
initial “use-cases” for a National Climate Bank.  
 
BLOCPOWER                                                Washington, DC/Brooklyn, NY 
General Counsel and Head of Enterprise Partnerships                                               May 2019 – July 2020  
Oversaw company revenue strategy (enterprise sales, supplier partnerships and new markets strategy) and legal matters 
(corporate, transactional and regulatory/compliance) as a senior executive in a venture-capital backed clean energy 
finance startup focused on deploying building efficiency technologies in small to mid-size buildings in American cities.  
 Led structuring and close of the company’s first non-recourse credit facility with a private lender. Secured venture 

capital investment from an investor owned utility in Q4 2019. 
 Launched a small to mid-sized building focused financial product that enables building owners to undertake heating 

and cooling system upgrades at no-upfront cost for a fixed monthly payment. As of Q4 2019, product was backed 
by $5M of deployable capital and $100M in executed private lender term sheets.  

 Identified, launched and managed company financing programs in new markets (market entry analysis, stakeholder 
engagement, pro forma budgeting, hiring local staff).  

 Managed and cultivated key company stakeholder relationships including those with philanthropists, utilities, 
partner organizations, suppliers and community groups.  
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NYC MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CLIMATE POLICY/ONENYC                New York, NY 
Senior Consultant                                                                January 2019 - May 2019  
Advised the New York City Mayor’s Office of Climate Policy on the development, drafting, production and roll-out of 
OneNYC 2050 – New York City’s Green New Deal, NYC’s statutorily mandated city-wide strategic plan. Responsible for 
coordinating across multiple New York city agencies to develop and draft the strategic goals for the climate, health and 
education segments of the plan. Managed process of selecting performance targets and evaluation metrics for core 
policy initiatives of the plan. Collaborated with the external design team to develop and refine the public facing OneNYC 
materials in advance of the public plan roll-out.  
 
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM LLP & AFFILIATES                                           Washington, DC 
Associate, Energy and Infrastructure Projects                                      September 2016 - January 2019 
Represented clients in arranging and closing complex clean energy and infrastructure transactions involving tax equity 
financings, yieldco offerings, debt financings and restructurings, equity investments, project acquisitions and 
dispositions, and partnerships and joint ventures, both in the U.S. and internationally. Closed multiple transactions 
involving blended finance or concessionary capital. Selected completed transactions include representation of: 
 Goldman Sachs Renewable Power in connection with a $500 million private placement and other renewables 

financing transactions; 
 Ygrene Energy Fund in connection with a $25 million secured revolving credit facility relating to residential property 

assessed clean energy (PACE) assets;  
 a leading financial institution in a $400 million tax equity investment in a portfolio of U.S. wind projects;  
 the U.S. EPA, as lender under the WIFIA program in connection with financing for a Groundwater Replenishment 

System expansion project in California; and  
 a fortune 100 company in a co-investment in a wholesale broadband infrastructure company in Africa.  

 
THE WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK (Community Development Organization)                                 Washington, DC 
Community Organizer                                                                            2010 – 2013 
Led local advocacy campaigns around green job creation, policing reform, public financing for affordable housing and 
school renovations for the largest citizens power organization in Washington, DC. Led a coalition of faith, community 
and labor groups in a successful DC City Council advocacy campaign resulting in the introduction of the DC Water 
Community Benefits Act of 2013. Campaign helped catalyze a) the modification of DC Water’s Long-Term Control 
Plan and Consent Decree with EPA to include green infrastructure installations to reduce the DC’s combined sewer 
overflows and b) the establishment of a local hiring goal on DC Water’s green infrastructure projects.  

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION                             
Volunteer Activities/Pro Bono Representations:  
 Biden-Harris Campaign Policy Committee (Volunteer)  
 Critical Exposure (AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer): Worked with DC-based arts and education reform non-profit 

to lobby state and local governments for school renovation funding through photo-advocacy.  
 Community Purchasing Alliance (Pro Bono Counsel): Negotiated a "first of its kind" form of energy services 

agreement for a DC based social-purpose cooperative. Contract entitled DC charter schools to receive free 
electricity generated by rooftop solar installations and an annual lease payment from the solar installer. 

 City First Enterprises of DC (Pro Bono Counsel/MBA Consultant): Represented City First – a CDFI that is also 
the largest Black-led bank in America - in various legal matters including it’s survey of CDFI loan fund entity 
structures and its exploration of the creation of an Opportunity Zone Fund. Provided strategy consulting relating 
to its green infrastructure company in Maryland.  
 

Bar Admissions 
Maryland and Washington, DC 
 
Selected Publications   
“Has Renovate America Figured Out How to Expand Residential PACE?” Clean Energy Finance Forum, December, 2015  
“Financial Innovation Can Expand the Reach of Clean Energy,” GreenBiz, November, 2015 
“Bringing Energy Efficiency to the Middle Class,” GreenBiz, May, 2015  
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